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The Newsletter of the Yachting World Dayboat Association - Autumn 2004 Greetings Day boaters.

The sailing season has finished for me and Mandarin has been put away to winter in the garage. One of the joys of owning an all grp boat is that she only needed hosing down with a pressure washer to remove the antifouling, followed by a bit of a polish. I had already revarnished the small amount of woodwork earlier in the season when it was warmer, so that is all the maintenance done.

One of our sailing highlights was undoubtedly the week at Fishguard. Our hosts at the club made us very welcome and those who made the trip have given the venue a ringing endorsement, with requests that we should put it on the programme in the future.

Next year's Dayboat Week was due to be held at Chichester in August and we had had verbal confirmation that they were still expecting us to join in their Family Week. However, at the beginning of this month, October, they let us know that because of clubhouse refurbishments they were unable to cope with our booking. Thank heavens for Salcombe Yacht Club who stepped in to fill the breach! They are delighted to welcome us again for Whit Week. As you can imagine we were very concerned for a few days about what arrangements could be made at this late stage. This is the very best outcome we could have hoped for. More details will be sent out as soon as the programme and costings have been agreed. For those who have never sailed at Salcombe it is an opportunity not to be missed. It is a beautiful area, providing superb sailing with all the ingredients we look for in a Dayboat Week, whether sailing or shore based. Hopefully we will be able to go to Chichester in 2006, as that is another ideal venue.

The Dayboat moulds are safely installed in a field for temporary storage. A working party is going to do some work on the frames to stiffen them up, making transporting the moulds easier. We are looking into the possibilities of making the moulds available for hire by Association members who wish to employ their own laminator to lay up a new hull.

As Chairman of the Association I am fully aware that we exist to promote the sailing of the Dayboat, and ensure its continuing existence. It is a worrying fact that while no-one has commissioned a new grp boat in the past few years, old boats inevitably reach the end of their sailing days. The stock of Dayboats is diminishing - a trend we need to reverse! If anyone reading this has any ideas for promoting the boats or finding a new builder, the committee would like to hear from you.

The committee has decided to reduce the asking price of the boat it owns, and Nigel Young of North Sails has kindly agreed to supply sails at a very competitive rate. The complete package is £4 750, an absolute bargain . This is a boat that will really suit a member who primarily wishes to cruise. Pat Yonwin, who joined the committee this year, is taking on the task of marketing it as widely as possible. If any association member is tempted by this amazing offer, please contact me

as soon as possible. (01985 214745).

Good sailing, for those hardy souls who continue into the winter, Regards

Pete Hewitt DO 649

Interested in having a new Davboat built?
We know already of one or two people who have expressed interest in having a new boat. It would greatly strengthen our position in talking to potential builders to be able to offer an order for a batch of boats. Obviously we are a long way from having any firm details,

prices, etc, or even a definite builder, but we would like to know if any of you have even thought about getting a new boat. Please let me know so that I can gauge what interest there may be.

Pete Hewitt (01985 214745)

Fishouard 2004
05.00 hours Saturday 14th August, what a time to start a holiday! Car loaded and Young At Heart firmly attached, we are on our way to Fishguard for another Day Boat Week. Five hours later we arrived to a friendly welcome from Chris who was to be our OOD and Derek his assistant. Throughout the day boats arrived from as far away as Gravesend a total of 16 boats which was quite a turnout considering the distance some had to travel. Having expected to be at a busy ferry port, we were delighted to find Lower Fishguard to be a charming little harbour with cottages along the harbour wall with the sailing club on the end. The club had laid moorings in deeper water and when the tide came in the boats were all launched and tied up.

After locating and settling into our accommodation (ours was just 5 minutes walk from the club) we all met up for the Commodores reception. It soon became obvious that this was going to be a fun week, everybody was so friendly, we were being catered for by Jean and the ladies of the dub who did admirably and they were also there when we came in from racing to provide refreshments.

Sunday racing started after the midday briefing, the sun was shining, we had a good breeze and what a surprise when we sailed out of the harbour entrance into the bay we had it all to ourselves not another boat in sight. A good long course had been set each leg 3/a mile approx. the traditional triangle/sausage was the order of the week. The ladies race followed the Monday points race and was won by Fiona IGely in Pa Pa. As the week progressed the winds got stronger resulting in minor rig failures and some changes of crew. Due to the forecast for later in the week two races were run back to back on the Tuesday and the cadets race followed which was won by James Davies sailing Pa Pa.

Wednesdays long distance race finally got under way after much debate, owing to the weather there were only two brave entries, Tim Parkinson with his daughter and granddaughter (Avocet) and John and Phil Lokier who took Tim's grandson (Don't Panic). The race was won by Avocet with Don't Panic taking the husband and wife trophy.

It was first thought that the outstanding seamanship trophy should be awarded to John Yonwin for dedication to his helm. He was seen to leap out of the day boat and push his helm ashore in the tender but it was later learned that he had fallen overboard, as he was already wet thought he might as well wade to save rowing!

Throughout the week strong winds and tides made good tactical racing with the top two positions being decided on the final race which was held on the Thursday in very rough conditions, after which all the boats were taken out as gales were forecast for Friday. This was a well engineered operation as trailers had to be hurriedly collected whilst others tried to keep the boats afloat in a rapidly falling tide, a real team effort.

Not forgetting the social side, which is the reason we went! Chris and Viv our race officers and their team regularly joined the lively evenings at the sailing club and were obviously impressed by the Day Boats as they have joined the association and have been offered a boat for next years Day Boat week. Once again we had an open evening at our rented property shared with John & Phil, Cassie & Ian, this looks like becoming part of Day Boat week. The wine was generously provided by

Tim Parkinson as he was celebrating his birthday and the entertainment was by Steve Davies on his squeeze-box backed up by his family and the Gravesend team song book, dancing courtesy of Pete Hewitt (without bells)! Thanks to modern technology and digital cameras we were able to review the week through the television.

The weather on Friday turned out as predicted so everybody had a free day followed by dinner and prize giving in the evening. Don Young, Nigel's father was present and gave a short talk on his early experiences of Day Boat building and racing.

Saturday came round very quickly and once again Young at Heart was hitched up and yes we can say, "another wonderful Day Boat Week".

The points races were won by Fiona Kiely and Nigel Young (Pa Pa), Pete and Sally Hewitt (Mandarin), Murray and Teresa Glennister(Day Dreamer), with the overall positions for the week: 1. Fiona Kiely and Nigel Young - Pa Pa (654)

2. Peter and Sally Hewitt - Mandarin (649)

3. Murray and Teresa Glennister/Penny Davies - Day Dreamer (621) 4. John and Paddy Clements/Duncan Clements - Clementine (624) 5. Wendy and Roy Davies - Young at Heart (635)

Rov and Wendy Davies DB 635
Davboat Week 2005 - Salcombe Yacht Club -Saturday 28th Mav - Friday d  
June
As mentioned above the Dayboat Week 2005 is being hosted by Salcombe Yacht Club. Specific details regarding costs, racing program and of course the most important social programmme will be sent to you as soon as we have confirmation from our hosts. It really is a special venue of the dayboat fleet and I do encourage as many of you as can to enter next year. I can promise you not only an excellent week of racing but a very warm welcome from the Salcombe Yacht Club members plus a good week of social events. We look forward to seeing a few new faces and of course our regular members. Catalogues regarding accommodation will be available within the next 2 weeks.

Phil Lokier (Secretary)

Listed below are details of companies to contact regarding accommodation.

Salcombe Holiday Homes
www.salcombe.co.uk Tel No 01548 843485

Coast & Country Cottages
www.coastandcountry.co.uk Tel No 01548 843773
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